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From the Office 

 

Visit YRDSB’s New Website 

 
YRDSB has refreshed its Board website to make it easier for families to find 
the important information they are looking for at www.yrdsb.ca.  
 
The new website has been designed to be mobile friendly, translatable, 
accessible, searchable, and easy to navigate and to better reflect York 
Region District School Board and our community. This includes: 

 Built-in translation tool 
 Enhanced search capabilities 
 Built-in accessibility features to meet accessibility legislation 
 Revised navigation based on user testing, website analytics and 

research 
 Quick access to six of our most accessed pages, including school 

calendars and school transportation information.  
 
The new website also includes: 
 

 A Family Resources that provides quick access to online tools like 
Edsby, Google Classroom and School Cash Online, as well as links 
to information about translation tools, IT support for families and 
more. Use the “need help” button to access tips and support in using 
these tools.  
 

 Updated Online Student Tools pages provide quick access to 
students to online learning platforms and resources to help with 
homework. Use the “need help” button to access tips and support in 

using these tools.   
 

 An enhanced newsroom with access to the latest news, events and 
videos so you can find out what’s happening around our Board.  
 

 Easy access to information about supports for students, elementary 
school and secondary school programs, adult learning opportunities 
and more.  

 
Information about COVID-19 and schools, including update information, 
screening tools and frequently asked questions can still be found at 
www.yrdsb.ca/school-reopening.  
 
We hope that the website makes it easier for families to find and access the 
information you are looking for. When you visit the new website, please take 
the time to share your feedback, so we can continue to ensure our website 
meets the needs of the community we serve.  
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School Hours 
8:40 a.m.        Open Entry 
8:55                Morning Bell 
8:55-9:55        Period 1 
9:55-10:35      Period 2 
10:35-11:05    Recess 
11:05-12:05    Period 3 
12:05-12:45    Period 4 
12:45-1:45      Lunch 
1:45-2:45        Period 5 
2:45-3:25        Period 6 
3:25 p.m.        Dismissal 
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Looking Ahead 

 

April 2                                      Good Friday – No School 
April 5                                      Easter Monday – No School 
April 12-16                               Spring Break 
April 22                                    Earth Day 
April 22                                    Outdoor Education B.O.R.C. Visits at KPS for Grade 1/2 and Grade 4/5 
 

Social Connection and the Power of a Listening Ear 

 

Restrictions limiting in-person interactions have left many families and students feeling a sense of isolation, 

sadness, anxiousness, and frustration, among other feelings. The importance of offering a listening ear 

could not be more pronounced as many feel disconnected and alone. According to CMHA, ‘really listening' is 

the key to a meaningful connection. Active listening is a part of effective communication skills that can 

support building a real connection with other people. It can take some getting used to, especially when 

behind a mask and distanced six feet apart or even behind a virtual screen. 

 

Included below are some tips to build connection safely by offering a sympathetic ear:  

• Reach out in a manner that feels safe and follows Public Health guidelines i.e., phone call, zoom, text, and 

other creative ways.  

• Take the time to let the other person know you are there for them. "I am here for you. I am listening. Tell 

me what's on your mind…"  

• Show empathy and understanding by validating what is being said. "I hear you, and it makes sense why 

you would feel this way."  

• Acknowledge their feelings.  

• Be present in the moment with the person.  

• Listen to understand and take the necessary time to absorb the information. 

• Ask questions when appropriate. The questions should be curious, open-ended, and ones that do not 

contain an answer. "Can you tell me more about what that was like for you?"  

• Pay attention to body language by facing the person to show you are listening. • Avoid advice-giving, 

interrupting, making assumptions, or judgments.  

• Let the conversation flow.  

• Be honest about how much time you can offer to connect.  

 

Following these tips should help you get started on building meaningful connections through the act of 

listening. 

 

Recipes in a Jar – School Council Fundraiser 

 

Back by popular demand, our School Council is once again holding the Recipes in a Jar fundraiser that 

took place in the fall which was a resounding success. For every jar that is sold the school receives 30% and 

one meal is provided to the King Food Bank. Jars are shipped directly to your home. The fundraiser will 

remain open throughout the spring to allow for gift buying, holidays, etc. 

 

Jars can be ordered online at: KettlebyPS2021.recipesinajar.ca/ 

 
Thank you for supporting our school! 

 

https://cmha.bc.ca/news/tips-on-how-to-really-listen/
http://kettlebyps2021.recipesinajar.ca/


Kindergarten Registration 

 
Kindergarten registration for September 2021 started on Friday, January 15 for the 2021-22 school 
year. Children who turn four or five years old during 2021, live within the school boundary and whose 
parents/guardians are public school tax supporters will be eligible to register for Kindergarten.  
 
There are several ways you can register for Kindergarten: 
 

● Online - Families can access the online Kindergarten registration information at 

www.yrdsb.ca/kindergarten. It is recommended that families use a laptop or a desktop, rather than a 

mobile device to complete this registration.  

● By email - Families can download the Elementary School Registration Form at 

www.yrdsb.ca/Kindergarten and email the completed form to their school email address. Email 

addresses can be found on the school website.  

● By phone - Families can request support from the school Principal/Vice-Principal to complete the 

registration form on their behalf by collecting the required information by phone. Families can request 

an interpreter, if needed, during this phone conversation. Call your local school.    

● By mail or appointment. You can mail completed applications to the school, or request an 

appointment to drop-off your completed paper application form. Families are asked to follow all 

school COVID-19 protocols while on site. All permitted visitors must wear a mask.  

 
Please note, at this time, under our health and safety protocols, we cannot accept walk-in registrations.  
 
Once you have completed your application, the school will contact you to make an appointment to review 
and verify the required documents.  
 
Our Kindergarten programs are caring and welcoming where children learn through exploration, play and 
inquiry. You can learn more at www.yrdsb.ca/Kindergarten. We look forward to welcoming our new students 
and families to the school.  
 

 
 

Daily Screening Procedures for Students & Staff 

All students and staff are required to complete a York Region Public Health School and Child-Care 
Screening Tool.  

 If a student or staff member has ONE symptom of COVID-19 they are required to stay home from school 
and get tested for COVID-19 at an Assessment Centre 

 If anyone in a household has travelled outside of Canada, everyone must stay home from school until 
the 14-day quarantine period has finished 

 If anyone in your household is sick and has not tested negative for COVID-19, or does not have 
an alternative diagnosis from a health-care provider, all others in the household must stay home 
from school until the results are known or an alternative diagnosis is provided 

 If someone in the household is identified as a high-risk/close contact of a confirmed COVID-19 case, the 
whole household is required to stay home from school for the 14-day quarantine period 

  

 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/kindergarten
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http://www.yrdsb.ca/kindergarten
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/9e5381ca-ec8b-4df1-8db5-42292f2a35fc/114_School+Screening+Tool_Feb821.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nu814T4
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/9e5381ca-ec8b-4df1-8db5-42292f2a35fc/114_School+Screening+Tool_Feb821.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nu814T4
https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/health/yr/covid-19/symptomstransmissiontreatmentandtesting/03symptomsandtreatment/!ut/p/z1/xZNNc9owEIZ_Sw4-Gq0_QKI3xaXYDhiahA_7khEgbKe2RGwFSn99RAoz7Uwh6aSe6mCNdt59tftojRI0R4lg2zxlKpeCFfocJ52HgPYD37-BcOQSDyiMaGhjAr2uhWavAjizKKDkPfkXBMll-ylKULJZ5isUc4vZnRUsTJd12qbrEtskVpuZhFsrjPm6i8nioF4KtVEZivfVw1IKxYUyYC-rb_pQq1w9vwYyWXL95axQmQFLuc1XptU1oN6XGyXLWlVM1GVe15qTqjhTpU5jYqW49hCpAeCcpIfoSYHCt4Bo4nY19IapboupzMzFWqL5qQA0f2cBaH6mAO2fPz49JVSDOHT_XYf-C4nZ4S1-ZdG_Iy4E0xDTqTUCN3COAtt2O77lQQj-iEDwBY_bn4lvwY19FFwYD407LeTi5yRTsXCI5lrxNa941XqudDhTalN_MsCA3W7XSqVMC95aytKAP6Vksta8fleiWM8wPvumtzaabXO-QxMhq1JXcveXI-vD8QZMPOrTPozhfoLhaw-7pDMYjge31gdveKOBhu2dRu0xNGtvN2v_b-CEAXgWPfxjTs8BagceuXZCEkXNso-aZR81yz5qdu6nH4WzKSeTkjjtIiWqGzy2i-1gPew5bhxuf1xH5uUtvbp6AQBEUQ8!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#.YCQ2qCRKiM8

